MSDE Education Bulletin March 29, 2013

DUCATION

Preparieg World-Class Students

mARYLAI\ID .
~ducationBulletin

News the Maryland State Department of Education
. . N ke

h. N N B « S

March 29, 2013 MSDE Home Newsroom MDReportcard.org School Improvement

MarYLARD STATE DEFARTMENT OF
"

E

A few words KINDERGARTEN READINESS
from State REMAINS STRONG

Superintendent

of Schools . . . . .
Lillian M. Children entering kindergarten in Maryland public

Lowery schools are coming to class with much stronger
academic, physical and social skills than they did a
decade ago, according to a new report by the
Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE).

“Children Entering
School Ready to
Learn—School
Readiness Information
for School Year
2012-13,”areport by
MSDE’s Division of Early
Childhood Development
released this week
before the Maryland
State Board of
Education, found dramatic progress since the
baseline year of 2001-2002 across all demographic
subgroups. For the first time, however, the
percentage of Maryland students entering
kindergarten fully prepared for learning in the fall
did not increase over the previous year.

Although the number of students rated as “fully
ready” increased 1,400 students over 2011-12, the
percentage of incoming kindergartners who were
rated by their teachers as “fully ready” was 82
percent, down slightly from 83 percent due to an
increase in enrollment. Since 2001-2002, the
percentage has risen 33 points.

“Maryland’s youngest learners have made great
progress over the past decade, but more work needs
to be done,” said State Superintendent of Schools
Lillian M. Lowery. “By making certain that more
children are enrolled in high-quality early learning
experiences, we can further improve the numbers of
well-prepared kindergartners.”

The annual MSDE study reflects assessment
information on kindergartners’ readiness levels in
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social and personal areas, language and literacy,
mathematical thinking, scientific thinking, social
studies, the arts, physical development, and health.
Trained kindergarten teachers review work samples
and observations in making their determination of
readiness.

Kindergarten readiness has improved significantly
since all early childhood programs were brought
under the MSDE banner in 2005. Since the Division
of Early Childhood Development was established
eight years ago, the number of accredited child care
programs has grown significantly and MSDE has
established several quality initiatives to improve the
early learning opportunities for all children.

Also important has been the reduction in the
achievement gap between students of different
ethnicities. For example, African American children
have made dramatic strides since the initial report,
with the percentage of “fully ready” students rising
42 percentage points overall and narrowing the gap
with White and Asian peers. Improvement by
Hispanic children also has been dramatic, with the
percentage of fully ready students increasing 32
points.

MSDE has found that improved MMSR results also
translate to better results in the Maryland School
Assessment by the time students reach third grade.
Children who enter kindergarten fully school-ready
are far more likely to be proficient in both reading
and math by Grade Three.

The MMSR study results continue to spotlight the
critical importance of high-quality early learning
opportunities. Children who come into kindergarten
from structured early-care settings started school
better prepared for learning than those who
remained at home or in the homes of relatives, the
research found. Children enrolled in public school
pre-K programs (83 percent fully ready for
kindergarten), child care centers (87 percent), and
non-public nursery schools (93 percent) the year
prior to kindergarten exhibited stronger school
readiness levels than those who were at home or in
informal care settings the year prior to
kindergarten.

Maryland’s annual school readiness report is the
result of legislative action to gauge the progress on
school readiness skills of incoming kindergartners.
Each year, more than 2,000 kindergarten teachers
use an age-appropriate portfolio-based assessment to
evaluate their students’ performance on 30
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indicators of learning in their classrooms during the
first eight weeks of school. The assessment
information in the report reflects scores for each of
the seven domains of learning, such as literacy,
math, and social skills, as well as the composite score
of all domains.

Maryland is among the nation’s leaders in early
childhood development. The State was among the
first nine to receive a federal Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant, and is using the $50 million
to further strengthen its programs by improving
governance, accountability, standards, and access.

The complete School Readiness report is available on
the special MSDE website,
www.MdSchoolReadiness.org.

REACH OUT AND READ
BOOSTS LITERACY

The Maryland Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene (DHMH) and the Maryland State Department
of Education (MSDE) last week joined the Maryland
Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics
(MDAAP) to promote the Reach Out and Read
Program, which is currently recruiting Primary Care
practices to help promote early literacy by making
books a routine part of care.

In 2012, MDAAP received a four year, $1.4 million
grant from MSDE as part of the Federal Race to the
Top funding to bring the evidence-based program
Reach Out and Read to 75,000 low-income children
by December 31, 2015. To accomplishment this goal,
the Chapter is establishing Reach Out and Read
programs at practices/clinics in Maryland which
currently do not have the program and which have a
majority of patients who are low income.

Reach Out and Read is a nonprofit organization that
promotes early literacy and school readiness
nationwide by partnering with pediatricians, who
give new books to children and advice to parents
about the importance of reading aloud.

“Reading is a critical part of childhood and is
important for a child’s overall health,” said Dr.
Joshua M. Sharfstein, Secretary of DHMH. “Reach
Out and Read allows pediatricians to help their
patients get the benefits of books from the
beginning.”

“Reach Out and Read promotes healthy minds much
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the same way as pediatric check-ups promote
healthy bodies,” said State Superintendent of
Schools Lillian M. Lowery. “This program offers a
unique opportunity to provide Maryland’s youngest
learners a running start on their education by
instilling a love of books. We appreciate the support
we’ve had from the Maryland Chapter of the
MDAAP.”

So far, the grant has allowed the chapter to extend
Reach Out and Read to nine practices in eight
jurisdictions across the state. As a result, nearly
12,000 children are now receiving new books at their
well visits. The Chapter is actively recruiting
additional primary care practices to participate in
the program.
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